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).  DATE 

ifr 

July  1966 


3.  DATE'TIME  GROUP 
Locol  - 

r.MT  12/05102  July  1955 


5.  PHpTOS 

□ Y®s 
^ No 


7.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

. Mlnut 

'rTRixity  "to  ■bhlrfcy  (20*«60} 


TO.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 


08 


2.  LOCATION 


AISS-UFOB-209-^5 


12.  CONCLUSIONS 


Chl2ia  Lako  California 


4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

X Ground*  Vi  suol  'Gf^round* Radar 


□ Air*  Visual 

4no"URCE 

Military 


8.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


□ A if- Intercept  Radar 


(X) 


9.  COURSE 


5 and  7 


^ Woa  Balloon 

Probably  Balloon 
Possibly  Balloon 

□ Wos  Aifcfofr 

□ Probobly  Ai  rcrof f 
D Possibly  Aircroft 

□ Wos  As^fOnomi  cot 

□ Probobly  Astronomical 
D Possibly  Astronomico) 

□ Oth^r 

□ Insufficient  Doto  for  Evaluation 

□ Unknown 
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On©  (l),  round,  orangiah-rod  object,  the  ala© 
of  a dla©  held  at  anas  Xonght,  waa  obaerved 
from  tho  toi«©r  of  th©  abor©  Sixty  (SO)  | 

po>fi©r  and  alght  (s)  pomar  binoculars  ^r© 

U8©d  by  ob8©rv©r3»  Th©  object  seamed  to  have 
a tail  four  (4)  tines  th©  length  of  th©  objao' 
A/o  sorambled  but  failed  to  oonta  ot  anything 
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"A”  indicatas  point  of  initial  sighting 
"3“  indicates  point  of  disappearance 
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(CtA.'i'^IPlCATIOHl 


Duties;  Contrnl  TcwfT  Cuerator 


Xdticatlon:  1?  years 

Qualii'ications;  Si::c  monbhs  f^uty  as  a control  tower  cpOTator 


Station:  China  Lake  II aval  j\ir  ^’acility 


*Q*  RKLIi.BILITY:  LTion  .first  obser'/ed  SCUMJE  t;a3  on  duty  as  a ccnbrol 

.over  operator,  re  continued  at  his  r^utiea  until  the  other  i*i*iividuals  i.'ho  h:id 
i-ien  the  object  were  located.  V.bila  at  h.is  job  SOIIHL  appeHred  to  be  well-a.cquaint>5d 
;j-.lth  his  job.  SOURCE  ‘iias  faniliar  vith  air  traffic  procedures,  x/as  quick,  alert, 
:v\  aware  of  averything  happening  oa  the  airfield  althou-^h  it  seemed  lo  be  a 
'ervous  ener.Ty  that  leapt  hin  on  the  move,  rie  constantly  cnoked,  and  at  times  seened 
llttlo  impatient.  A'lthou,^  lie  ans’.;ered  all  questions  readily  he  didn’t  **go  out 
■)L"  his  way”  to  volunteer  infomation.  SOCPXIS  .appeared  to  be  little  concemefi 
about  the  sighting.  His  observations  of  the  ebjeet  x:er»  jirobably  casual SCtllCf 
appeared  to  be  of  average  intelligence.  In  spite  of  ob’'/iou3  neinrou sn« :> 3 and  im- 
patience  SOURCE  night  be  considered  fjiirly  reliable,  iiia  information,  x:hile  not 
confirmed  conplately  by  other  SOl'HCSS,  should  be  evaluatfri  as  ”3”» 

III.  SOIKCS’S  DESCRIFTIOn  OF  OBJECT: 


1.  SOLHCE  x?as  on  duty  at  the  China  Lake  Uaval  Air  Facili  ty  x hen 
j bio  attention  was  called  to  the  object  by  another  tower  control  operator.  Tho 
■ other  t.ower  control  operator  had  been  alerted  by  a telephono  call  fro.m  Edwards 
Air  Force  Base  to  look  for  an  object  in  tho  northern  or  southern  sky. 


2.  The  ob.iect  fir 


filze  of  a dime, 
j bright  star. 


Ttio  object  appears 


st  nppearad  as  a reddish  orange  ball  about  the 
ed  solid  vdth  the  edges  similar  to  those  of  u 


3.  The  object  x;as  iijrst  sighted  in  tho  northwestorn  sky  at  an 
approximate  angle  of  305  degrees.  The  object  was  moving  at  a hi{^  rat--  ''.f  ispeed 
oa  an  angle  of  approximately  110  defproea.  It  suddenly  reversed  course  and  moved 
on  an  approximated  course  of  250  degrees.  Tho  object  finally  disappeared  by  fading 
I out  at  a measured  angle  of  277  degrees  from  the  tower  -at  the  China  Lake  1 1 aval  Air 
j Facility.  This  measurement  was  determined  by  using  theodolite. 


U*  T^®  object  appeared  at  times  to  stand  still.  It  also  disappeared 
several  times  but  not  during  its  easterlj'^  course.  SOLHCE  stated  that  the  object 
ni^T.ht  havs  moved  behind  the  mountains  to  the  west  of  the  Air  Facility.  The  object 
j would  change  brightness  but  not  in  a ragilar  pattern.  It  was  in  sight  for  appro :-d- 
f nately  23  to  25  ninutas# 


5*  Vihen  SOURCE  obser'/ed  the  object  thrcu^ih  binoculars  \r\r^  a tel 
5; cope  it  appe^ired  to  have  a faint  conical  tail  four  or  five  times  the  length  of 
the  object.  This  tail  pointed  away  irom  the  direction  of  flight. 


6.  SO  IRC  E stepped  cut  of  the 


to  obscr’/e  the  ob.I 


OVi 


he  light  and  noticed  at  that  time  that  there  x;a«  no  sound  x;hat30ftver. 


i.  jf?:  VH:S  document  contains  tNEORMATlON  AFFRCTlNa  THE  NATIONAL  iVFEN'R  OF  THF.  UNlTFO  STAFFS  '.VITH/N  THF  MFANt.NG  OF  THF  LCFION  K*'  ACT.  M >1  S.  C.  - 
il  ANDU.  A5  AMENDED.  ITS  TRANSMISSION  OR  FV-F  RE\>U\rtON  .'jF  ITS  C'/JFL’NTS  IN  ANT  ^«3,NN-R  .0  AN  UNAU F'-oai/FD  .4=^'0N  IS  K'OH!Ht  "r>  ilY  : ‘■■.v. 
IT  MAY  NOT  as  REFROOUCED  IN  WHOLE  CR  IN  PART.  BY  OTHcH  THAN  UNITED  SiTAfES  \|R  rOFiCE  AGENCIES.  EXCEPT  bY  TERMISSION  OF  FH£  DU'KCTOROr 
IMTELLIGENCE  USAf. 
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7*  S0URC13  was  not  Imowledgeablo  of  the  speed  or  distance  of  the 
object*  The  altitude  was  also  unkncnm  to  30!TiC.:)  although  ha  oatimatnd  the  object 
to  bo  between  10  :uid  fifteen  d'jrpreea  above  the  horizon  at  all  tinea* 


sky  was 
li  Lcht  • 


h*  The  Treather  was  warn  and  dr:.'  ^’d.th  a slif^t  braezo  lj?.oiri.ng.  The 
clear  vrith  fifteen  niles  visibiliigr*  There  ire  re  a few-  stars  but  no  ?TOon- 


ffJTE.  IMiS  <;tH;UMF.Nr  CONTAJNS  information  AFFFCTIHG  the  national  defense  of  the  united  states  within  the  meaning  of  the  espionage  act,  50  II  G.  c.— 

.■Jl  AN,"^  Z.  A3  AMENDED.  ITT  TRANSMISSION  OR  THF.  REWELAnON  OF  ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANT  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHO'^i/fJ  pi^RSQN  IS  PROHiaiTCD  OY  LAW. 
IT  MAY  N'Jr  HE  REPRODUCED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART,  BY  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  AGENCliU,  EACFi*T  OY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
l.-n  ELUGENCE.  USAF. 
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hau  bhi3  object  was  sighted  it  v/as  moving  raridly  to  tha  east*  This 
ob;}(!»cb  v:o  1!  .'ipp-ar  and  disappear*  It  faded  as  vre  lost  it-  It  appeared  to 
novs  oascsriy  ;;h«n  i;a  saw  it*  It  vas  spotted  Kith  a tlveodolite  on  a bearing  of 
277  decrees  Khen  it  disappeared.  X T/ould  say  that  it  Ksis  not  a star  becrmsa 
of  the  one  radical  move.  V'e  had  this  in  sight  apprordma t>ely  23  to  25  rdnutes. 
he  noticed  this  because  Edtyards  Air  Force  base  r cones  ted  v;e  look  for  an  object 
north  or  south  of  our  .field* 


/s/  Richard  F.  Lundy 
AC2  ISII 
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MUTti  1 HIS  CCCL'.Mf.Nf  CON  TAINS  INFORMATION  AFFFxmNG  THE  NATIONAL  HFrENSE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED  WITHIN  THF.  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  50  H.  S.  C.— 
31  ANOiS.  AS  amended.  ITS  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVFL,\TtON  OF  IIS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZFX)  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITF.D  BY  L<\W. 
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INTELLIGENCE.  USAF. 
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I.  SOlTtCS:  C;iAl-JL23  P 


ig-upob-u-55 


P.^ilT  ■ ‘nOGS 


TAGE 


rAGlG 


IX:tiv55:  Control  Towor  Operator 


Education:  13  ywars 


Chialifications:  18  nonths  as  a control  tower  operator 


:3tat.ion:  China  Lalce  Naval  Air  Facilit;/ 


II.  luHjIABILm':  3'UHC3*3  r»emoi7/  of  th^  incident  was  very  good-  His 

constant  attitude  to  be  of  help  was  very  inpressiTe-  Ka  freely  voluntcared  i:Lfor- 
r-.tbion,  sketches,  and  naps.  His  continuity  of  the  events  during  the  sighting 
was  go«sd.  He  seened  to  rernenber  all  the  facts  in  order#  Iiis  answers  to  questions 
were  positive,  irlth  the  exception  of  ’./hat  the  ob^iect  night  possible  have  been# 
SCb?C2  used  gc.’d  judgement  during  the  sighting  cs  evidenced  by  his  innediata  call 
to  the  fhity  officer  iind  his  attcTnpts  with  theodolite,  binoculars,  and  telescope 
to  identify  the  object#  dOdiCE  seemed  to  be  more  knowledgeable  on  the  object  than 
the  others,  possibly  because  he  was  the  first  to  night  it#  Although  oCUFUl  had 
cne  year  of  college  he  ueemed  to  be  lacking  in  general  Imowledge#  His  vocabulary 
seemed  to  be  just  a little  liiaitod.  His  knowledge  of  his  job,  however,  iras  very 
good#  HCE  can  be  rated  of  average  Intelligence  and  should  bo  considered  to 

be  probably  reliable#  Information  in  this  report  should  be  e^/aluated  as  cinca 
it  has  been  confirrned  by  two  (2)  other  SC^UHCSS# 

III-  3GIHC2*5  DEXRIPTICN  OF  OBJECT: 


val 


1.  3GURJE  iras  on  diity  as  tower  operator  at  China  Lalcc  Haval 
Air  F.icility  on  the  night  of  11  July  SOIKOE  received  a call  from  Idwards 

Air  Force  Base,  Idwards,  California  (EJGE  085U)^  and  was  askefi  t^^  look  for  an 
'bject  in  the  n^^rthern  or  soil  them  sky#  SO  f ECS  looked  but  could  see  nothing# 

A few  minutes  later  at  120510 Z JUL  55  Fthvards  AF3  again  called  and  asked  SCLTiCE 
to  look  to  the  north.  This  time  SCLICS  spotted  the  object* 


2#  Object  was  in  the  northern  sky  at  a heading  of  3U0  degrees 
when  first  sighted.  Object  moved  on  a heading  of  2lt0  degrees  for  seven  minutes, 
then  suddenly,  reversed  course  and  sped  away  on  an  SO  degree  heading  aX~ost  to  the 
point  where  first  sighted#  The  object  then  reversed  course  again  and  disappeared 
out  of  sight  on  a measured  (by  theodolite)  277  degree  headihg#  Di3appexT'.»nca  was 
gr.odual  and  the  object  seemed  to  gain  altitude  as  it  disappeared#  Object  was 
approximately  13  to  l5  degrees  from  the  horizon  at  all  times. 


Lt  appear 

:ri?htnes 

' « * 

seemed  to 


3#  Curing  the  time  ttiat  the  object  was  in  sight  (23  ‘ 
d to  stand  still,  suddenly  speed  up  xnd/or  move-  It  seemed 
although  the  color  remained  constant#  SCUHCb  also  stated 
culsata- 


25  minutes) 

to  change 
hat  it 


T-r 

i nb 


or.ange  ivlth 
nsity  of  co 


**1.*  sj 

fuzzy  e-’pss* 
or  c hanged - 


d that 
Object 


The  obj 


he  object  approximated  the  size  of  a psa. 
Id  not  appear  to  change  siie  or  shape  but 
t was  brighter  than  stars  in  the  sl<y* 


3-  Sighting  th 
c nical  tail  four  to  five  tines 
hirker  in  color  than  the  object 


power  oincculac's  SCTj 


the  iingth  of  the  cbjsct 
proper# 


oosei"/3d  a faint 
rhds  boil  appeared 


* S , CC' !*•*■'«  r < 'SrAiN-S  INfO-^MiTICN  A-=-CTiN‘i  THt  NATIONAL  rFf-N^;:  Cr  THE  LSlTrO  ^TTATF-,  AITHIS  MEAN 'NG  r,i?  ;hJ;  LSr-'CNAGS  ACT.  FiO  U j C - 
M .■Ni>  :2.  Ai  AM-NPlfc^T.  IT,  TRANsMtSSION  OH  THE  RPitLATlON  v^F  tTG  CONTcSTS  ANY  MA.NSEH  TO  AN  ,‘M'JTWsHl TEO  RTNEON  IS  -‘■TLO  3Y  LA.V, 

JT  NOr  rPROO'JCED  I.N  V.HAiipR  IN  PAPT,  3Y  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  AGFJNOIES.  EXCEPT  :JY  PER  MISSION  CF  THE  DlPECTOHCF 
i t •; LL^SCNiVE.  . - Ar. 
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6*  Tlie  objsct  disjkppearsd  six  (6)  times  bub  it  was  norpoasible 
to  tell  if  it  moved  behind  somobhint?  or  not*  aXllC£  stated,  however ji  that  it 
was  possible  that  the  object  moved  behind  soma  nouatains*  Object  alx^aya  reappe.*:,r<=id 
o?i  a line  coincident  v/ith  its  flight  line.  It  was  not  possible  to  tell  if  the 
o -jsct  passed  in  front  of  anj''bhing. 


7*  I’he  object  disappeared  in  a westerly  direction  ^ro’ving  dxnmar 
rvner#  It  did  nob  disappear  suddsnlj^, 

S,  3(  1KC2  originally  thought  object  to  be  a jot  x/ith  its  after- 


burner switched  on  but  when  he  stepped  out  on  the  ledge  of  the  tower  ha  heard  no 
sound  rvind  also  thought  that  a jnt  would  not  have  its  afterburner  on  in  level 


flight.  Also  the  speed  of  the  object  when  first  observed  xras  oecningly  too  slow 
for  a jet. 


st 


9*  The*  ifeathar  'i/as  cool  with  a little  l.-rceza  bloiring*  A faw 
vrero  visible.  It  was  coi.Tpletely  dark  xn.bh  no  moonlight. 


HOTE;  THIS  OOCUMEN  f CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NAi'IONAL  DEFENSE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WiTHiN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  ACT.  50  U 3.  C.- 
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IT  MAY  NOT  BE  REZPRODUCED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART.  BT  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  AGENCIES.  EXCEPT  OY  PEFtMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
INTELUGE.NCE,  USAF. 
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I.  DATB 

11  ,nii  yj 

3.  DAT e-TlMe  OROU p 

Lae*l  — - 

Gmt_^_^/0^1QZ 


5.  PHOTOS 

□ ¥•■ 

a No 


7.  LENGTH  OP  OaSERVATlOH 

Wnty  thrity  mins 

TO.  BRIBP  SUMMARY  OP  SIGHTING 


PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


3.  LOCATION 


Lake  NAS,  California 

4.  type  op  OBSERVATION 


fit  Grounrf*Vl«uo1 
O Aif^  Vi  ftuai 

rou^i 

military 


Ground-RoJor 


□ A{r>lntere«pt  Rodor 


0.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS  I 9.  COURSE 


one 


E to  W 

TiV^comments 


Ine  round,  orangish=red  obj,  size  of  a dime  held 
at  aims  length,  was  observed  from  tover  of  the 
above  KAS.  Sixty  power  and  eight  power  blnoo"- 
l^-rs  were  used  by  observers.  ObJ  seemed  to  have 
a tail  four  times  the  length  of  the  obj.  a/c 
scrambled  but  failed  to  contaett  tinything. 


13.  CONCLUSIONS 

Oy  Wos  Boiloon 
O ‘ProKobly  Ball  eon 
Q Possibly  Balloon 

D Woi  Aircraft 
O Probably  Aircroft 
Possibly  Aircraft 

O Was  Astronomical 
Q Probobly  Astronomical 
O Possibly  Astrenomlcoi 

O OtKwr 

5 j”»“f#UUnt  Data  for  Evoluotlon 
u unknown 
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(CLA^5l(^ICAriON) 


AK  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION  REPORT 
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ic.-’i.’Rr  t<o. 


m^-ht  l-C,  U602d  AI3S 


io-i:?D]vn-5S 


FAUT  FfAJR 

PACE  / ^ 


PA‘'.i^S 


aTP[,ii:-!:2rrAjiT  rfVEoTiGA'riVE  ^ffcets: 

1.  A clieck  id.th  the  M.CiOH  A1T5,  CALIFO-CIIA  {EJCD  I;!;!,!;)  m^iht 

Snrv’cd  Center  revealed  that  no  o±rcr5LCt  x;cra  ii\  the  vicinity  .'T  th^s 

sighting  at  the  time  nf  the  sighting* 

2.  The  Duty  Officer  at  the  CiaiU  L/UCIS  iLiV-U*  AUl  FAJiiliT  at 
CJIIIiA.  J-uvAE,  G/JLI?CIujIA.  (iiJCF  170?)  ii"*»  interviewed  (see  Part  Oha)  and  ha  statcxl 
the  the  Air  Facility  had  been  closed  do^>m  and  mde  safnire  prior  to  the  si'dating 


3.  An  unidentifiad  airlines  jiilot  on  route  iron  VEGAii,  KliVAFA 
(EJGG  5210)  to  3ALIF0P.h-X:i  (KJAG  reported  v,  .flash  of  light  on  a 

degree  headin'.’..  The  nircraffc  was  fluting  a 212  degr.'io  oou;roe  into  BAGvhST'xj 
(*1j'DE  1252;  i/hen  the  flash  was  noticed.  The  pilot  iras  nob  availablo  for  intorviav 
so  the  exact  point  iron  v/hich  the  Hash  x;as  seen  in  unla'ioXYn.  Kev/ever  the  roport 
mentioned  only  a flash  and  not  on  object  such  as  seen  by  the  tlirea  individuAls 
mentioned  above,  'xhe  tine  of  the  flash  t/aa  1203102  oVL  55* 


revealed 
This  was 


that  a f 
a gi’Dund 


A Chech  Tn.th  -iDWiiHDS 
lash  ox  liiiht  had  been 
v5-sual  and  nothing  was 


AF3>  dD/lUiOd,  CALI50ailA  (EJCd  085U) 
seen  in  bhe  north.em  ijky  at  1205102  JIX 
seen  after  the  initial  flash. 


5.  At  120506^  JUL  55  the  AC  17  site  at  BOHO>J,  GAUFOUriTA  (EJCF  I600) 
h?d  an  object  on  their  scopes.  They  made  a call  to  Eu...ud)S  Arb  who  in  turn  notified 
the  ilAVAL  AIR  FAGILITZ  at  ClililA  lAiFS,  C**dICFORhlA.  The  control  tower  operators  ther? 
looked  but  saw  nothing.  Another  call  through  the  some  channels  resulted  in  tha 
operators  at  CKIJIA  1A1U5  si,:hting  the  object.  *A  foif  minutes  later  the  AC  £i  V/  site 
lost  contact.  This  was  the  only  instance  during  the  sighting  that  x*adar  picked  v.p 
the  object. 

* 

6.  A check  with  Flight  Cperations  at  GEQIGE  CALIFCRMIA,  (EXE 

3736)  revealed  that  they  had  been  alerted.  'iVo  F-C6D*3.  were  scr.xmbiod  at  1205282 

JUL  55*  The  F-86D*s  node  no  contact  either  visually  or  id. th  radar ♦' 

* 

7*  A check  ’.vith  Combat  Operations  CentciTj  2?th  Air  Division  (Defense ) 
hORTON  AFB,  GAI'I  DLRriAi\Di:*C,  '2Mimc,lk  (2JGE  it606)  revealed  that  they  were  in 
contact  TJith  GKCHOE  AFS  while  the  F-66D*  s were  rfLoft.  I!o  iJotion  iias  tal^en  by 
FORTCU  hoT^ever.. 


fonsn) 


^ * T-  TT?^-“) 

If 


8.  A check  x/ith  the  Ground  Observer  Corns  Filter  Centers  at 
PASADSFA,  GALIFCRNU  (SJBB  5010)  and  BAKFRSFIELD,  CALIFCRTILV  (E4aF  6023)  revealed 
that  no  Ur03  reports  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sighting  liad  been  received.  The  Filter 
Centers  stated,  ho’wever,  that  there  was  a great  deal  of  meteor  activity  that  night. 


3.  DR.  B0V;GN,  Chief  Astroncmer  at  the  NT  blLGOIT ’CBSIRVATCRY  (EJDS  57llt)! 
\7as  contactad  as  to  the  possibility  of  astrono.mic al  causaa.  DH-  DCVifiJ  stated  that 
Since  all  observers  ru'S  inside  the  observatory  it  is  unlikely  .for  th*m  bo  si'^ht 
such  objects,  ’.'n thing  unusual  had  been  seen  and  he  cf  iild  j^ive  m e:<plai’ation  for 
the  sighting. 

\ 

10.  GLGRGS  B3ATTIE,  Professor  of  Astronomy,  San  Bernardino  Valihy 
Col  logs,  SaU  BSBb'APDIIiO,  GALIFCilFIA,  was  intervi<M;ed  for  possible  ideas  on  the  ' , 
sighting-  he  conld  give  no  information  or  a:-planation  for  tho  objrscb.  lie  did 
say  that  the  length  t;f  time  the  object  :/os  in  sight  would  possibly  preclude  the  ' \ 
chances  of  the  object,  being  astronamical.  T 


rt  H£:  [Hi;>  DOCU'^EUr  CONTAINS  INf  ORMATSON  AEFECTINGTHE  NATION AL  OFFENSE  OF  THE  UNITFO  STATES  ‘.VITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  TSPICNAGE  ai’T^-iO  il  S.C  - 
'31  AND  J2.  A.j  AMENOKn  113  T!lAN.SMlSSlON  OR  THE  PEVEiATION  Or  IfS  CONfENTS  IN  ANT  MANNER  TO  AM  UNAUTHORt^tO  HcRCON  13  PROhItilTED  BV  LA.V, 
IT  M AT  r;or  be  reproduced  in  whole  or  in  part,  uy  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  AGENCIES.  EXCEPT  UY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTCROF 
INrELUGENCE.  U3AF. 
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11. 

v/«r©  aa  j'^ollcn-ra: 


i/aath©r  conclitions  at  th©  CHUIA  LAaS  IJAi/AL  ;IIK  j’AOlLITY 

Siirfacs:  all  cle/iT  vith  13’  mil-js  ‘'n.Giljility,  slight  breesa 

6000  degrsea  260  kijota  10 

10000  cb!gree3  210  Jcnofca  12 

16000  dcgrei*!3  310  knobs  20 

20000  degree© 3 310  knots  20 

30000  300  Icnots  Uo 

SOCOO  dogr<?e3  2o0  knots  20 

80000  dezr*ee3  Tj1Ii\  Janots  uJTIC 


degrees  UIK  i:nots  uIT*C 


ihere  vas  no  tsm'oeratvLra  inyhrsion  at  this  tine* 
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f*  '^M  iAgtntjfi 

Flight  1-C,  l*602d  AI33 


PAriT  JIVE 


fAGF-S 


IT3  0?  FREP>iiI!IG  Ofli'ICER 


• preparing  orXicer  vfas  unabls  lio  cotti<%  to  ajny  rtsfin 
cavia*  of  the  sighting  of  an  ob;)ect  near  the  Chl'iA  L 
MI:jA  lake,  CALIFCHMIA,  on  the  night  of  11  July  1955 


ctJncluaion  as  to  th 

kaval  air  facility. 


$?•  The  follcfwing  possibilities  are  offered  for  consideration 


a.  Considering  the  length  of  sighting,  the  hovering,  spee^-ling 
up  and  the  near  level  flight  of  the  object  suggests  the  possibility  that  the 
object  was  a bflilloon#  The  tpradual  disappearance  in  the  direction  (westerly) 
that  the  wind  (reported  fron  surface  to  50000  feet  as  blowing  between  10  ard 
to  knots)  also  helps  the  balloon  theory.  However,  the  verj'’  sudden  change.'in 
course,  the  rapid  speed  attained  in  an  easterly  direction  after  this  reversal 
in  course  and  another  sudden  reversal  in  course  viould  see^'i  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  a balloon^  The  faint  conical  tail  i.uiat  V,e  considered.  The 
tail  V/.13  seen  only  through  binocular^  and  a telescope  and  night  possibly  have 
bo^n  an  optical  illusion  caused  by  the  ^lass.  Also  the  object  T/as  betx^aen 
the  viewers  ;ind  the  sun>  although  the  sun  had  long  since  sot#  It  is  unlilcelj' 
that  the  object  would  aprear  aa  large  as  it  did  (fron  the  size  of  a pea  to  the 
size  of  a dime  held  at  arm’s  length)  if  it  were  high  enough  to  catch  the  sun’s 
rays  at  such  a late  hour.  It  is  possible  that  unknown  to  the  weather  bureau 
a jet  stream  existed  and  the  object  drifted  into  the  stream.  Having  risen 
th.rough  the  stream  the  object  then  continued  on  its  westerly  course  at  a leisurel 
pace.  It  is  the  opinio*  of  the  preparing  officer  that  although  the  sighted 
object  night  possibly  have  been  a balloon,  evidence  indicates  that  this  x/as  not 
' cob able. 


b.  The  three  individuals  x;ho  spotted  the  object  xfere  brie 
on  the  foHoxri.ng  possibilities:  a tmek  or  car  winding  do!vn  moimtain  roads, 

searchlight  reflecting  off  the  mountains,  the  reflection  of  some  light  on  the 
tains.  Hone  thought  any  of  these  could  apply  to  the  sighting.  A*1  though 
.j11  three  v/ere  familiar  with  air -traffic  none  had  any  ideas  or  conclusions 
oonceminH  the  object. 


;ight  of  11  July  1?55^  the  length  of  the  duration  i 
the  possibility  of  a meteor.  The  sudden  reversal  : 
or  planetoid  theorj”.  The  sudden  flash  seen  by 
observer  at  FUKAhDS  AIR  FCRC2  BASE  right  possibly  1 
I the  times  of  the  si‘»hting  - of  the  object  and  the  f 
1 :ilong  vd-th  the  same  general  vicinity,  it  is  the  op 
I that  the  two  are  nnt  one  and  the  same.  The  failur 
■ C'ilKA  TIAVjVL  AIR  FACILITY  to  observe  the  Hash 

! lock  of  observance  since  the  airfield  at  CRH  HA  LA^\ 
! for  the  night*  Heither  the  astronomer  at  TOUTIT  \.'I 
?.t  SAK'  BERilAID.no  VAuLlX  COLLEGE  had  Icnowladr’e  of 


d.  One  SGl’RCS  (see  PArtT  Tl’EEE)  at  first  th*^u^t  the  object 
to  ba  a jet  'vrlth  afterburner  switched  on  which  night  possibly  ejq^lain  the  conica 
tali  theory  but  again  the  length  of  time  the  obj.-»ct  was  in  sight,  along  with  its 
alow  speed  during  its  x/esterly  courses,  preclude  that  x>o«-5ibility.  Sane  SGIP.OE 
located  the  object  x/ithin  the  GOtTiiliiM  CALlrCFillA  HfEd'ritlCTED  AltEA  CC^RLEX.  It 


VieNF  contains  INFO.'^  VAHON  AFF!-CTING  the  NAFinN  AL  f.'EFf.M-‘E  OF  TJ»F.  QNITFO  STATFS  WITHIN  THE  MFANim;  OF  ruL  rSPICN^Gt  A'.T.  50  U S.  C.— 
,;i  AMF/JnEO  irs  r.»AN3VUSSION  OR  THE  PEVFL/WION  OF  i r*5  C0NTFH  J3  JN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PLR'iON  PRGH'3trrD  BY.LAW. 
T BE  l't.PPODi;CCO  IN  WHOU  OR  IN  PAKT.  ilY  OTHtH  THAN  UNITED  3TATE5  AIR  FORCE  A0iEKClE3,  EXCEPT  OY  PF.RMINSION  OF  Ih£  DlRtCfOROF 
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l<jaj[*ned  by  th*  invs3!>i.'-;ator 
very  rArr?.  ''.'ha  lack  of  contact 
po  risibility. 


that 
by  F 


vlolutiona  of  this  res  trio  tad  area  ;iro  very 


ioL) ' y al 


l r 


00 


eeny  to  rvla  ont  the  air  or ait 


i5.  Optical  phsaonena  oe*;:fis  to  ia  the  best  posnibillty.  T;:e 
fact  that  iV3  other  individual'i  observed  this  ob;5-ct,  althouFn  it  v/as  in  ai.:ht  for 
anproxiTnately  23  niautas,  loads  crsdsncn  to  t^ids  theory.  The  ai-na  is  cr;arael:- 
populated  and  it  is  possible  that  oth-r  people  saw  it  airl  foiled  to  report  it* 

The  inability  of  the  interceptor  planes  to  '.Traka  either  visual  'xr  electronic 
contact  heTos  this  ■oossibilityo 
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Captain 

Officer 
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I GOi'iMIu'ITS  of  Approving  Officer: 

i 

4 

1.  This  headquarters  does  nob  concur  vdth  the  ix'ssible  causes  of  this  siphtin.g 
offered  by  the  Preparing  Officer  for  the  following  reasons; 

' a^o  Balloon  possibility:  The  sudden  reversal  of  direction,  the  high  rate 

‘ of  speed,  and  the  conical  tail  would  elivanate  balloon  activity. 

I 

i b.  Aircraft  possibility:  The  "duration  of  the  sighting,  the  slow  rrovement 

j to  the  west,  and  the  ai*ea  of  the  sighting  (restricted  ai*ea)  would  olirninate  the 
I possibility  of  aircraft.  . 

i 

c.  Astronomical  activity:  The  fact  that  this  object  initially  sighted 

by  radar,  coupled  T'ri.th  the'  duration  of  the  sighting  would  eli  'inate  the  possibility 
of  astronomical  activity, 

i d.  Optical  phenomena:  This  object  was  initially  picked  up  on  radar  and 

I 3 seen  three  people  for  a long  period  of  tir.e,  thereby  eliminating  the 
j possibility  of  optical  phenomena. 

! 2.  This  reoort  is  i'on’farded  to  ATIC  as  '’unknown”. 
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" 1 VO  '2,  '-S  AMf.NOFD.  its  T.'^ANsWISSION  oh  the  HEVEUTION  OF  ITS  TO.NTVi  fS  VI  ANY  TO  AN  UNAlJ  Tl-f  f'l  ' • J ,'r  'N  I , . “CHi-ji  i : Q N / ■.  A,'/, 
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usscrxpiixon  ox  si£?nTiing  oy  g>ju  uarx  icus 
China  Lake  Naval  Air  Facility,  China  Laksj 
California  (3JC?  I707 ) - 


PART  'r.;o: 


by  AB2  Richard 


D -3cyiptian  of  si,;hbiag  by  AC  AM  Chari  ;?3  ?• 
Chitvo'od,  China  Lake  NA?,  China  Lake,  Californi 


iVKT  Fan 


Suppler’entary  Investigative 


TI,  SUGARY : One  unidentified  fl^i’ing  object  was  sighted  near, 
LAXS  NAVAL  AIR  FACILITY,  CHINA  UK£,  CAIIFCR.NIA,  at  120510Z  JLX  55  (2210 
FDST  11  July  1955)*  The  information  in  this  report  was  obtained  firsm  th 
Siting  this  object  and  from  the.  investigation  conducted  j. to  determine  the 
cause  of  this  sighting* 
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Duties:  ila  -al  Air  facility  Officer  (AdniiiiGtratiou) 


Station: 


China  Ly>;e  ilaval  /^Lr  Facility 


II.  uFLIABIL^ix:  V/hen  inter SCl-nGB  v;*ry  coop•5ra^.ive  v/ibh  a 

poaiti’e  attltiire  tox^ard  the  questioning-  He  v/as  verj'’  friendly,  though  serious, 
and  nupcllad  concise  cmd  dv'itailed  ansvera  .to  cuestiona.  V/hen  spealcin",  SCliC;::/ 
used  good  Bn.Rlish  irith  an  excellent  choice  of  '.rcrds.  His  f^rammnr  and  spelling 
on  ATIC  Forrn  ”A"  vere  gocd-  appeared  to  be  of  rCoo^^  a"era.ge  in  aelli^enc^ . 

He  pre.sented  a > usineaa-like  appearance  and  3?-*ned  to  have  a g od  observance 
o.f  details*  Although  c ample,  sly  familiar  xrith  air  traffic  procedures  SChFCI 
cor  Id  ofi’or  no  ox]ilanation  as  to  uhat  the  object  night  have  been  and  u'as  insistent 
that  the  object  xt.is  of  a nature  not  nomal  to  the  Air  Ibcility*  In  ^/ioXT  o.f 
SOIlCB's  sincerety,  familiarity  with  air  traffic  procedures,  length  of  servica, 
and  riink,  he  nay  be  considered  as  usually  reUtabla*  Since  two  other  indJividuais 
siTTiultaneously  observed  the  obj.3ct,  iniormation  contained  in  this  report  chould 
be  .-:valuat«d 


Ill*  SCmCH'S  D.'.3CRIPTI0H  OF  G3J2CT:  • 

# 

s 

fr 

1,  Si  URC3  was  on  duty  aa  the  Naval  . Air  facility  Duty  Officer/ on 
the  ovening  of  11  July  1955*  He  received  a call  from  control  tower  operators  ;jho 
said  that  an  uaid'-ntified  flaring  object  x-ras  in  sight*  S'M'RCB  irtn.edia  tely  r-port.cd 
to  the  tower* 


2.  The  object  first  appeared  in  the  northxvestem  sky  at  3^6 
degrees  ff*on  true  north  and  apjjro^d-mately  10  degrees  from  the  horizon.  It; was 
moving  on  a course  of  appro:clmately  2’.i0  degrees.  Object  stayed  on  this  course 
for  arproxiniately  seven  (?)  lainutes  and  then  suddenly  reversed  course*  It  was 
on  this  origijaal  line  of  i*light  before  the  change  in  direction  that  tb.e  object 
disappeared  about  si:c  times  always  reappearing  close  to  the  point  of  diaapbearanca 
but  aixiTays  in  its  flight  lino*  '*\\ 


it  was 


3*'  The  object  appeared  round  xrith  fuzzy  cmd/or  blurred  edges a\ 
SCOCiil  reported  the  distance  too  great  to  determine  the  cvacb  shape.  Thare  x-ras 


but  one  object  and*  Its  size  approxinatod  that  of  a pea  held  at  arm*  a length* 


).i*  A-fter  observing  the 
eye  30LRCF  onpl.iyed  8 X 3>0  binoculars, 
binocvlors  than  x/ith  the  nailed  eye*  It 
flame  * 


object  for  cev 
The  object  x/as 
appeared  as  o:t 


!ril  riinutes  xvith  the  no’cad 
no  clearer  x.dtn  the 
orange  glow  or  like  .m  oran 


G our  F 


5.  During  it  a courca  after  the  reversal  objc?ct  sv*ened  bo  speed 
up.  Course  oi'  this  second  line  of  flight  v/as  approxirr;ate?..y  30  degrees.  .;bftn 
object  .alnost  reached  the  point  of  the  initial  sighting  it  again  rapidly  cha:T<ed 
coxxrso  .iiid  asstsned  a heading  of  appro:<imately  2)i0  degrees. 


du cation; 


12  5'cars 


Age : I4.2 
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PANE 
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OF 
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rA0^5 


There  T-raa  no 
degreoa  from 


6*  The  object  seemed  to  lose  altitude  slowly  as  it  fiided 
sudden  disappearance*  Objocb  vras  last  sighted  at  a measured  277 
the  Nav’al  Air  Facility  tower* 


7*  SOlPCiS  could  offer  no  e^lanatioii  for  the  object*  This  i/as 
the  first  unusual  sighting  3C0RCJS  had  over  witnessed* 

G*  S0URCI3  had  no  idea  of  speed  or  altitude  of  the  object* 

-■ 

9*  The  weather  was  clear  and  cool  ;ri.th  fifteen  miles  vlsibilltyJ’ 
It  was  uitch  dark  i/ith  a fcsw  stars*  There  was  just  a 
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ht  breeae 
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Incls: 

1. 

2 • oiJU KC 3 * memory  skotc h 
of  object* s flight  line 


StaterAent  by  SOURCii 
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n lll.S  rOCUMENr  contains  InFORVATION  affecting  the  national  defense  of  TNF  united  states  \V*TH in  the  meaning  of  the  espionage  act.  CO  ih  s.  c.— 
ANO  A5  AMFNUED*  ns  transmission  on  the  HEVELATION  of  its  contents  in  any  MANNf*R  TO  AN  UNAUTHORfiiED  PERSON  IS  PROHIHIIT.D  BY  LAW. 
IT  f.'.AY  /JOT  BE  REPRODUCED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART;  BY  OTHER  THAN  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE  AGENCIES,  EXCEPT  BY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
;;;r;.LL!Gf:NCE.  iJtjAr* 
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Stabervsnu  of  iT>*rO 
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As  tha  ?U’.'al  Air  .Facility  duty  ofi‘icsr>  I ims  calla-i  ho  tha  field  control 
tcTiar  to  ob^arva  an  oranga  colored  light  in  the  sky  that  appeared  to  be  noving* 

I first  observed  this  object  at  about  2215  (PBST)  i^thoiat  visual  aids.  I then 
locked  at  it  through  8 X 50  bincculors  and  observed  it  j^ioving  in  a v.esterly 
direction.  The  object  then  seemed  to  reverse  ccurce  and  gain  altitude  during 
this  maneuver*  It  traveled  at  high  speed.  It  then  again  reversed  course  moving 
slowly  again  in  a iiesterly  direction  on  a slight  descent  - disapuearing  in  the 


•'nTOSu. 
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A THUS  COPY: 
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Captain 
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hOIF.  THIS  nOCUVENr  TON  tains  INrONMATlON  ArrFCTlrul  THE  NATICNAI.  nEFr/lSc  Ot-  THF.  IJNITEa  ST\TF  , WiTHiN  THE  MEANtfJG  OF  THE  I'lPtONAGE  ,‘r,J,r.i  U C - 
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